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CALL TO ORDER 
 
The regular March 5, 2013 meeting of the Buchanan Township Board of Trustees was called to order by 
Supervisor Jane Mitchell at 7:00 pm. 
 
Members Present: Jane Mitchell, Supervisor; Cathy Ganus, Clerk; Janet Dehring, Treasurer; and Lynn 

Ferris, Trustee. 
 
Members Absent: Thomas VanAntwerp, Trustee. 
 
Others Present: Joe Sobieralski, Southwest Michigan Economic Growth Alliance (SMEGA) Executive 

Director; three (3) residents, no staff, and no members of the press. 
 
 
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
 
The Pledge of Allegiance was recited by those in attendance. 
 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
 
The minutes of the February 19, 2013 regular meeting was approved as amended. 
 
 
ADDITIONS / CORRECTIONS TO AGENDA 
 
None. 
 
 
BRIEF PUBLIC COMMENT – AGENDA ITEMS 
 
None. 
 
 
SHERIFF’S REPORT – JANUARY, 2013 
 
There was no Sheriff’s representative present to give the report. 
 
 
CORRESPONDENCE 
 
Berrien County Emergency Management – NWS Storm Spotter Internet Conference – Lake Charter Township 
Berrien Conservation District Annual Meeting, Dinner & Elections – March 7, 2013 – 6:00 pm 
 
 
TREASURER’S REPORT 
 
Motion by Dehring, second by Mitchell, to approve General Fund check # 8553 to and including check 
# 8576 totaling $21,592.49 as well as Fire Fund check # 5193 to and including check # 5199 totaling 
$3,030.90. Roll call vote showed unanimous approval, motion carried (4-0). 
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Southwest Michigan Economic Growth Alliance (SMEGA) Executive Director Joe Sobieralski introduced 
himself. He has replaced Shelly Klug. Sobieralski updated the Board on potential economic development 
projects within the SMEGA area. 
 
REPORTS 
 
Fire Report – Tim Jesswein – on file 
 
Motion by Ferris, second by Ganus, to accept the bid proposal from Wolverine Electric for a liquid 
cooled 27KW, 3-phase Generac Standby Generator at a cost of $23,281.02. Roll call vote showed 
unanimous approval, motion carried (4-0). 
 
SMCAS Report – Lynn Ferris – on file 
 
Discussion ensued regarding SMCAS’ interest in adding on to the existing Buchanan Township fire station 
structure to house an ambulance and create sleeping quarters for ambulance crew on a 24-hour basis for 
faster response times within Buchanan Township. 
 
SEBCL Report – Cathy Ganus – on file 
 
Ganus reported that the Landfill has allocated $9,000 toward scholarships. The purpose of the scholarships 
are to provide scholarships to deserving high school seniors, recently graduated students, and other residents 
within the Bertrand Township, Buchanan City, Buchanan Township, Niles City, and Niles Charter Township 
areas who are interested or intending to pursue a career or course of study in a college, university, or other 
accredited higher education institution. Deadline for application is March 31, 2013. 
 
NATS Report – Jane Mitchell – on file 
 
Mitchell updated the Board on projects that the Niles/Buchanan/Cass Area Transportation Study (NATS) has 
scheduled for 2013.  Those include Walton Road from the City of Buchanan limits to Old 31, Warren Woods 
Road, and Red Bud Trail. 
 
UNFINISHED BUSINESS 
 
None. 
 
NEW BUSINESS 
 
Gerbel & Company, PC – Audit Proposal FYE 03.31.2013 
 
A proposal has been received from Gerbel & Company, PC regarding the audit for fiscal year ending March 31, 
2013. Gerbel & Company has been conducting the Township’s audit for the last two (2) years. The fee for 
services will be at their standard hourly rates plus out-of-pocket costs with the gross fee, including expenses, 
not to exceed $4,400. Discussion ensued regarding whether to put this issue out for bid. Ganus advised that 
Gerbel & Company has done a very thorough job and at a lesser cost of our previous auditors. Board 
discussion ensued regarding placing the audit out for bid next year and the general consensus is that this 
should be done in February, 2014 in order to provide adequate time for proposal submission and approval. 
 
Motion by Mitchell, second by Ganus, to accept the annual audit proposal for fiscal year ending March 
31, 2013 provided by Gerbel & Company, PC in the amount of $4,400 with $100 per hour additional 
fees for any extraordinary services outside the scope of the audit. Roll call showed unanimous 
approval, motion carried (4-0). 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

 Buchanan Township Annual Meeting of the Electors 03.19.2013 – 7:00 pm 

 Buchanan Township Planning Commission meeting 03.27.2013 – 7:00 pm 

 
CITIZEN COMMENTS – NON-AGENDA ITEMS 
 
Township resident Mario Palmisano had questions about Mud Lake Bog winter hours and pointed out that 
there were bags of trash left near the parking area. He also pointed out that there were several trees in the 
Bog that had fallen on the boardwalk and needed to be addressed. Mitchell to contact Fire Chief Tim Jesswein 
to inquire whether they could handle removal of the trees from the boardwalk area. Palmisano also inquired 
as to why the Buchanan Township Planning Commission meeting for February, 2013 had been canceled. 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
 
There being no further business before the Board, the meeting was adjourned at 7:40 pm. 
 
 
 
 
Cathy A. Ganus 
Buchanan Township Clerk 


