
Buchanan Township Board of Trustees 
Regular Meeting 
August 22, 2013 
 

 

Page 1 of 2 

CALL TO ORDER 
 
The regular August 22, 2013 meeting of the Buchanan Township Board of Trustees was called to order by 
Supervisor Jane Mitchell at 7:00 pm. 
 
Members Present: Jane Mitchell, Supervisor; Cathy Ganus, Clerk; Janet Dehring, Treasurer; Lynn Ferris 

and Thomas VanAntwerp, Trustees. 
 
Members Absent: None. 
 
Others Present: One (1) township resident, no staff, and no members of the press. 
 
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
 
The Pledge of Allegiance was recited by those in attendance. 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
 
The minutes of the August 8, 2013 meeting was approved as presented. 
 
ADDITIONS / CORRECTIONS TO AGENDA 
 
None. 
 
BRIEF PUBLIC COMMENT – AGENDA ITEMS 
 
None. 
 
CORRESPONDENCE 
 
MTA – Fire Protection Class Examines Hot Issues – September 23 – Lansing 
MTA On the Road – October 4 – Kalamazoo 
 
Motion by Mitchell, second by Ganus, to approve the attendance of any board member to the “MTA On 
the Road” workshop hosted by the Michigan Townships Association at the Holiday Inn West in 
Kalamazoo on October 4, 2013 at a cost of $99 plus mileage reimbursement. Roll call vote showed 
unanimous approval, motion carried (5-0). 
 
League of Women Voters – “Making Sense of the Census: How Does Southwest Michigan Rate?” 
Berrien County Fall Community Tire Recycling Collection – September 5-6 – BCRC Bakertown Garage 
 
TREASURER’S REPORT 
 
Motion by Dehring, second by Mitchell, to approve General Fund check # 8802 to and including check 
# 8813 totaling $5,511.22 as well as Fire Fund check # 5335 to and including check # 5342 totaling 
$754.58. Roll call vote showed unanimous approval, motion carried (5-0). 
 
REPORTS 
 
SEBCL Report – Cathy Ganus – on file 
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UNFINISHED BUSINESS 
 
Demolition of Unsafe Structures 
 
The top-ten listing provided by Ordinance Enforcement Officer Joe Kring last month was prioritized with the 
top three structures noted. Discussion ensued regarding tax delinquencies / foreclosures as well as the 
proper procedure with regard to posting of unsafe structures. Mitchell advised that Township counsel 
strongly suggests adhering to the current construction code. Ganus to research the Construction Board of 
Appeals and whether they need to be re-appointed. General consensus is that the Board would like a ball-park 
estimate of how much it would cost to remove the structure listed as number one before moving forward. 
 
Motion by VanAntwerp, second by Dehring, to allow Building Official Chris Fuchs to move forward 
with obtaining an estimate for the removal of the structure located at 4228 Howe Lane, property # 11-
06-0036-0004-00-0. Voice vote showed unanimous approval, motion carried (5-0). 
 
Capital Improvement List 
 
The Capital Improvement List was reviewed. Discussion ensued regarding prioritization of the items on the 
list. General consensus was that the tuck pointing of the building, soffit repair/replacement over the old fire 
bays, and fencing around the perimeter of the parking lot were first priority. Ganus to contact Ralph 
McDonald from RMC Construction as his business handled the remodeling of the Township Hall in 2001. 
 
NEW BUSINESS 
 
Berrien County Road Commission – Widening and Ditching – Lake Chapin Road 
 
Mitchell advised that a resident of Lake Chapin Road contacted her regarding drainage issues occurring on 
Lake Chapin Road. She made contact with the Berrien County Road Commission to obtain a quotation for said 
repair. A quotation was received for the widening and ditching of approximately 2,500 feet of Lake Chapin 
Road at a cost of $16,000. Mitchell advised that there was insufficient funding for this amount of work within 
the Road Budget Center for this fiscal year. The Road Commission is going to attempt to come up with a less-
expensive alternate solution; however, this will not occur until after the farmers have removed their crops 
from the fields as this would create a hardship for the farmers. 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

 Buchanan Township Planning Commission will be holding public hearings at 7:00 pm on August 28, 2013 

for amendments to the zoning ordinance regarding rural salvage as well as wineries, breweries, and 

distilleries. 

 
CITIZEN COMMENTS – NON-AGENDA ITEMS 
 
Township resident Mario Palmisano questions what the Berrien County Road Commission was doing with the 
abandoned road on N. Red Bud Trail as they have a bulldozer in this area. It is unknown what the Road 
Commission is undertaking at this time. 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
 
There being no further business before the Board, the meeting was adjourned at 7:45 pm. 
 
 
Cathy A. Ganus 
Buchanan Township Clerk 


